
The mission of PA-
TACF is to restore 
the American chest-
nut to the forest and 
woodlands of Penn-
sylvania and the mid-
Atlantic region.  

The American chest-
nut used to com-
prise—on average—
25% of PA’s forests. 

A fungus was im-
ported in the late 
1800s, which killed all 
of the trees from 
Maine to Georgia in 
just 50 years. 

Using the backcross 
breeding method, the 
foundation is develop-
ing blight resistant 
chestnuts.                         
         

For diversity, PA-
TACF uses almost 
200 mother trees 
from across Pennsyl-
vania. 

Restoring the Ameri-
can chestnut pro-
vides a conservation 
education opportunity 
for a new generation. 

 

PA-TACF educates 
the public on the 
great cultural and 
economic loss of the 
American chestnut, 
and shares new sci-
entific techniques 
with its “citizen scien-
tists” throughout the 
region. 

Working to Return a 
Native Species 

Volunteers Make it Happen 

PA-TACF relies on over 
1000 members and 75 part-
nering organizations. 
 

Activities include growing 
trees, inoculating with fungi, 
pollinating in the forest, and 
harvesting nuts. 

Volunteers maintain more 
than 150 orchards across 
the state and have planted 
over 32,000 trees.  

No experience is neces-
sary—just the desire to 
participate in the pro-
gram.  

 PA-TACF 

Penn State University 

206 Forest Resources Lab 

University Park, PA 16802 

814-863-7192 

www.patacf.org 

Why the American chestnut? 
 

• Fast growing lumber tree 

• Alternative energy, biomass source 

• Useful for high-value reclamation and pos-
sible carbon sequestration projects 

• Abundant Food for Wildlife 

• Healthy Forest Habitat 

• A Renewed Niche Nut Market R
e

st
o

ri
n

g
 t

h
e

 A
m

e
ri

ca
n

 c
h

e
st

n
u

t 
to

 P
A

 

P
E

N
N

S
Y

L
V

A
N

I
A

 C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 O

F
 T

H
E

 A
M

E
R

I
C

A
N

 C
H

E
S

T
N

U
T

 
F

O
U

N
D

A
T

I
O

N
 

PA-TACF 

 

 

 

40% - 50% Chestnut    20% - 30% Chestnut 

30% - 40% Chestnut    10% - 20% Chestnut 


