
At the turn of the 20th century, an 
estimated 4 billion American chestnut 
trees thrived in the eastern forests of the 
U.S. Remarkably fast growing, and often 
reaching more than 100 feet tall and 10 
feet in diameter, this tree was a prolific 
food source for humans, wildlife, and 
livestock. Its timber was light, straight-
grained, and rot-resistant, making it an 
indispensable building material.

This Asian fungus spread quickly 
throughout the tree’s entire native 
range. By 1950, the American chestnut 
was functionally extinct. No longer the 
forests’ dominant hardwood, it began 
to fade from collective memory.

But in 1983, the American chestnut 
found its champion. A group of visionary 
scientists and caring citizens established 
The American Chestnut Foundation 
(TACF), a membership organization with 
a single mission: to restore the American 
chestnut to our eastern woodlands to 
benefit our environment, our wildlife, 
and our society. 

By becoming a member of TACF, you 
can ensure the success of this mission. 
Aid wildlife, reclaim eroded lands, 
advance cutting edge science, and 
nurture healthier forests for recreation 
and solace among future generations.

Help make our native chestnut tree a 
true American success story.

Join the American Chestnut Foundation 
today.
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The American Chestnut Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit 
organization. Donations are deductible to the maximum extent 

allowed by law. Tax ID: 41-1483019



Membership Benefits

~   National and State chapter membership

~   Subscription to, Chestnut, the journal of The American 
Chestnut Foundation, filled with lively, informative 
articles on all things chestnut

~   eSprout, our online newsletter featuring the most 
current research updates, fun facts, growing tips, and 
member news

~   Invitations to national and state chapter events

~   Expert advice on growing and caring for American 
chestnut trees

~   Opportunities to participate in local breeding and 
research activities

~   Car decal that identifies you as a TACF member

~   The satisfaction of restoring America’s most iconic 
tree for the benefit of future generations
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PHONE 

EMAIL

MEMBERSHIP GIFT LEVELS (please select one):

£  $40     £ $100     £ $250     £ $500 £ $1,000

*RESTORATION CHESTNUT 1.0 SEED OPPORTUNITIES
For information about seeds, please visit our website at:  

acf.org or call 828-281-0047.

STATE CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP (included, please select one):

Gift memberships are also available.

PAYMENT INFORMATION  

£  Check    
Please mail payment and membership form to:

TACF, 50 N. Merrimon Ave., Suite 115, Asheville, NC 28804.

£ Visa £ MasterCard 

£ American Express £ Discover

CARD NUMBER  

EXPIRATION DATE  CVV CODE

SIGNATURE

To join online, visit: 
acf.org/join.php.

Innovation and science lie at the core of TACF’s 
mission, and our work to restore the iconic American 
chestnut requires successful completion of three 
major tasks – in the laboratory and on the ground.

 1.  Breed blight-resistance into the American chestnut. 

2.   Test our seedlings in orchards and forests, selecting 
only the most disease resistant and adaptable.

3.   Restore blight resistant American chestnuts to 
forests across the entire native range of the species.

Fighting Blight Through Breeding and Research

At our state-of-the-art Glenn C. Price Laboratory 
in southwestern Virginia, scientists use the latest 
breeding methods to grow chestnuts that are both 
blight-resistant and locally adapted within the 
American chestnut’s native range.

Our primary research involves hybridizing native 
American chestnuts with blight-resistant Chinese 
chestnuts. Hybrids are bred with American chestnut 
over generations to develop varieties that are 94% 
American chestnut, but maintain the blight-resistance 
of Chinese chestnut.  

In 2006 the Foundation achieved a major milestone 
with the development of our *Restoration Chestnut 1.0 
Seeds – our most blight-resistant American chestnuts 
to date. Our work, however, is far from complete.

Successful restoration of the American chestnut 
requires on-going research. Our scientists are 
mapping the genes that control blight resistance to 
select the most resistant trees; introducing naturally 
occurring viruses to weaken the blight fungus; and 
researching other diseases and pests that impede the 
tree’s successful reintroduction into the wild. TACF’s 
partners at the SUNY College of Environmental Science 
& Forestry in Syracuse, NY have also developed an 
especially promising blight resistant American chestnut 
through biotechnology. 

Testing Trees in Field and Forest

When TACF’s scientists move from 
laboratory to field, they don’t 
have far to go. The Glenn C. Price 
Laboratory is located at Meadowview 
Research Farms – 166 acres where 
TACF nurtures more than 50,000 
chestnut trees at various stages of 
breeding. Volunteers in our sixteen 
chapters help ensure regional 

adaptability and genetic diversity:  these citizen 
scientists have planted more than 90,000 chestnut trees 
in 114 private and public lands across the eastern U.S.

Partners

Partner organizations play a major role in the 
restoration process. TACF is actively involved with 
the rehabilitation of abandoned mined lands, national 
and state forest plantings, and academic research with 
many of the nation’s leading universities. 

C U T T I N G  E D G E  S C I E N C E  B R E E D S  S U C C E S S

 RESTORE THE AMERICAN CHESTNUT –
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
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TOP 10 REASONS TO SAVE THE AMERICAN CHESTNUT

Healthy
Forests

Increased 
diversity and 
mitigation of 

pollution

Our Historical 
Heritage

Food, shelter, 
and shade when 

our nation 
was young

Superior 
Wildlife Food

Abundant 
and highly 

nutritious food 
for wildlife

Outstanding 
Timber

Straight, strong, 
rot-resistant 

lumber

Future 
Cathedral Trees

Wide branches 
for shade, large 

white flowers 
and abundant 

fruit

Healing 
Reclaimed 

Lands

Fast growth 
and tolerance of 
rocky, acidic and 

poor soils

Perfect for 
Craftsmanship

A light, durable 
wood with a 

lovely color and 
attractive grain

Unparalleled 
Conservation 
Achievement

Bringing a 
species back 

from the brink 
of extinction

Road Map 
for Other 

Hardwoods

A template for 
restoration of 
other species

Delectable 
Cuisine

Preferred to 
other chestnuts 
for its sweeter, 
superior flavor


